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• Launched the 2030 Agenda through a development forum on the theme 
“Post 2015 Agenda and its Financing at the Local level” to recommend 
options for mainstreaming into the development planning process and 
identify the most viable options for financing, including PPPs

• To domesticate the Agenda 2030, the country formulated an NDP 
(2018-2021) with the overarching goal of:

“[delivering] good governance and accountability, social cohesion, 
and national reconciliation and a revitalized and transformed 
economy for the wellbeing of all Gambians”.

• The preparation of this first Voluntary National Review (VNR) adopted a 
participatory approach but the consultations were somewhat limited by 
COVID-19 pandemic

• The outreach and consultation process ensured participation of all 
stakeholders; government, civil society, private sector, youths and 
children, women & people living with disabilities as well as 
development partners

National SDG reporting Process

Introduction/Background



The country has a 4 year National 
Development Plan (NDP):2018-2021

The 8 priorities and 7 Enablers of the 
NDP are aligned to the SDGs

Links Between the Gambia National Devt. Plan & SDGs



Progress on Goals and Targets: People 

Goal 1. End Poverty In All Its Forms Everywhere 
The country faces challenges in its strive to end poverty
• Overall almost half the population lives below the 

poverty live
• A big disparity exists between rural and urban 

populations; poverty is predominantly a rural 
phenomenon 

• COVID-19 will erode  a lot of the progress that has been 
made in the fight against poverty

Poverty rates- National and place of residence

Goal 2. End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and 
promote sustainable agriculture
• Agriculture is the second largest sector  in The Gambia’s economy, 

contributing 20 percent of the nation’s GDP and employing most of 
the country’s poor.  

• However, the poor performance of the sector over the past few years 
resulted in deepening rural poverty and a volatile GDP

• Progress registered in improving under 5 nutrition
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Progress on Goals and Targets: People 
Goal 3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all 
at all ages 
• Major efforts being made to revitalize the Primary 

Health Care system (PHC), by building, re-orienting and 
re-aligning the health system towards Universal Health 
Coverage (UHC), 

• Emphasis is on PHC, and maintaining effective systems 
to ensure improved financial protection and 
affordability for the most vulnerable populations, 
including women, children and the youth while 
intensifying focus on quality and equity.

• COVID-19 has made the need for strengthened PHC 
more apparent

Proportion of women attended by skilled health personnel

Goal 4. Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote 
lifelong learning opportunities for all 

• The Gambia made advances in realizing the SDG targets on 
education but significant challenges remain. 

• Prioritizing investments to develop the country’s human capital 
through ensuring quality health and education, and making basic 
social services accessible and affordable to all and improving 
social and child protection systems for the most vulnerable

• A major challenge is that literacy rates still remain low 
particularly for women

Literacy rate by sex 
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Goal 5: Advance Gender Equality and Empower all Women and Girls
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• In addition to the creation of the Ministry for Women, Children and 
Social Welfare, significant steps are being taken for the 
empowerment of women through several legislative acts, as well 
as vigorous efforts to ensure gender parity in primary education

• Key strategies include gender mainstreaming; 
• capacity development of women entrepreneurs; 
• establishment of a fund to improve access to finance; 
• legislative reforms and advocacy for enhanced representation 

and participation in decision making; 
• gender based violence reduction programmes; 
• Outlawing harmful traditional practices such FGM and early 

marriage

Prevalence of FGC and whether it should be 
continued or not



Progress on Goals and Targets: Planet
Goal 6. Ensure availability and sustainable management of water 
and sanitation for all

Use of Safely Managed Drinking Water Services 
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• High population growth rate and urbanization has 
weakened the ability of water and sanitation 
services to keep pace with demand. 

• Poor maintenance culture of water systems 
further complicates this

• Access to safely managed water is a big challenge 
particularly in rural areas.
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• The Gambia is rated among the world’s two most ambitious 
developing countries; 

• its Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) has 
ambitious conditional and unconditional targets that 
meet the 1.5°C Paris Agreement Commitment

• Due to the effects of climate change, the incidence and 
severity of disasters between 2016 and 2019 continued to  the 
rise

• Thus, the number of people affected by disasters almost 
tripled during the period

Goal 13. Take urgent action to combat climate change and its 
impacts



GOAL 14 Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas 
and marine resources for sustainable development 

• Renewed efforts to promote a vibrant Fisheries and 
Aquaculture Sector through research, sustainable 
management and utilization of the fisheries resources 

• to enhance employment and livelihood opportunities, 
income and foreign exchange earnings, food and 
nutrition security. 

• The Fisheries policy, Act, and regulations will be revised 
to hopefully increase the contribution of the sector to 
GDP as well as production of Fish resources. 

• A planned increase in budgetary allocation to Aqua 
culture development will lead to an increase in 
quantities of fish resources exported

GOAL 15 Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial 
ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and 
halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss 

• Climate change issues as one of the key enablers of the 
NDP  and Government will ensure that Gambia’s 
environment and natural resources are sustainably 
managed and conserved to increase resilience for the 
benefit of all.  

• The Gambia is susceptible to the effects of climate change 
which is causing much damage to coastal ecosystems, 
farmlands, settlements, and livestock. 

• The major issues affecting the environment are land 
degradation, coastal erosion, loss of forest cover, 
biodiversity loss, ineffective waste, and pesticides 
management. 

• Deforestation through illegal logging and bushfires, sand 
mining, illegal settlements and other uncontrolled 
activities are major contributing factors 

• Government will  undertake major efforts to access 
climate change financing through a comprehensive 
resource mobilization strategy



Progress on Goals and Targets: Prosperity

Goal 7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and 
modern energy for all
• Government’s goal is to ensure sustainable and improved 

energy, petroleum, and transport sectors for a revitalized 
economy and well-being

• Policy and regulatory environment being improved to 
attract investments, improve access to electricity, enhance 
household energy security and ensure secured petroleum 
resources to support national development. 

• The country also plans to enhance its renewable energy 
targets and harness the existing potentials of renewable 
energy

• Access to electricity is still relatively low particularly in the 
rural areas
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Goal 8. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, 
full and productive employment and decent work for all

• Economic growth driven 
by tourism, rain 
dependent agriculture, 
and remittances 

• However, it is also 
highly vulnerable 
to external shocks

• The COVID-19 pandemic will widen the fiscal deficit from projected 1.5% 
to 2.1% of GDP in 2020  

• An estimated GMD2.7bn
• Public debt levels remain high at 89.1% of GDP in 2018 and 80.1 % in 

2019
• Interest payments still accounted for 23.3% of recurrent 

expenditure in 2018 down from 34.5% in 2017, leaving limited 
fiscal space for public investment and improved service delivery



Goal 9. Build Resilient Infrastructure, Promote Sustainable 
Industrialization and Foster Innovation

• Government’s strategy for improving infrastructure is 
to drive a vibrant private sector with significant growth 
in manufacturing, industry and trade contributions to 
economic growth and employment

• Government is also striving to harness the benefits of 
ICT in all sectors of the economy for equitable 
development

Number of Passengers by Type at Banjul International Airport, 2013 - 2018

Goal 10. Reduce Inequality Within and Among Countries

• Significant disparities exist between rural and 
urban areas, and between the poorest and richest 
quintiles

• Two enablers in the NDP; gender empowerment 
and harnessing the demographic dividend, are 
primarily aimed at reducing inequality by 
enhancing the participation of women and youth 
in national development. 

• The Programme for Accelerated Community 
Development (PACD) aims to reduce rural urban 
disparities in access to economic infrastructure

• A new social protection programme targeting 
vulnerable populations in the poorest 30 districts in 
the country (out of 42) has just been initiated



Goal 11.Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable
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• The country’s housing infrastructure especially in the rapidly 
growing urban areas remains a huge challenge 

• Government’s interventions involve construction and 
rehabilitation of some basic social services such as roads, 
drainages, markets and waste management programmes in 
selected slums in the urban area

• The Public transport infrastructure is also in a poor state and 
given that the country is virtually divided into two halves by 
the river that runs right through it, roads, and bridges are a 
major priority. 

• Under the NDP the primary road network  is being expanded  
with a number of new bridges as well as increasing  
operational capacity of air transport facilities.

• There is an updated National Transport Policy and plans in 
place to enact a national public buildings and facilities 
policy.



Progress on Goals and Targets: Peace

Goal 16. Promote Peaceful and Inclusive Societies for Sustainable Development, provide access 
to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels
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• Governance is a huge challenge for the country 
following 22 years of misrule which ended in   
2016. 

• As a result, governance reforms are at the 
cornerstone of the country’s development agenda

• Government has taken the bold step towards the 
institutionalization of anti-graft mechanisms 
through the National Assembly by tabling the 
Anti-Corruption and Freedom of Information bill 
for enactment into law

• A new draft constitution submitted and gazetted
• Institutional reforms include decongesting the 

prisons, setting up of the TRRC and the Anti-
corruption commission

Unsentenced detainees as a proportion of total prison population



Progress on Goals and Targets: Partnerships

Goal 17. Strengthen the Means Of Implementation and revitalize the Global 
Partnership for Sustainable Development
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• To meet the financing needs of the 
NDP, government is  pursuing three 
interlinked financing strategies:   
Concessional financing; domestic 
resources mobilization; and innovative 
financing instruments

• COVID-19 will have a huge fiscal 
impact because of reduced economic 
activity resulting from the containment 
measures



• Data Challenge: This is one of the major challenges facing the country; 
availability of data to measure progress on the SDGs, particularly environment 
related,  was a major constraint to the drafting team and strategies to address 
need to be urgently developed and implemented 

• The Gambia is still faced with a debt sustainability challenge with total public 
and publicly guaranteed debt as percentage of GDP at 81.2 % as at end period 
2019 Thus the need to strengthen the management of aid resources to ensure 
that debt is maintained at sustainable levels is still a priority

• Challenges in revenue mobilization, public Financial management and the 
governance of State-Owned Enterprises, Public investment and the procurement 
process.  

• Low level of investments in science, technology, and innovation (STI) 
• Climate change-induced economic challenges 
• Impact of COVID-19 on the implementation of the NDP and attainment of SDGs

Challenges
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